
Wish List of Current Needs 
 
10 New 6 ft, plastic top, folding tables 
Video projector or replacement bulb for   
     current projector 
Large dry erase board 
Assorted large candles for worship 
Powered amplifier to use in worship 
Large trees removed from corner of   
     building and hauled away 
Pool Table Donated 
New guttering for building 
Office/Building Supplies 

Save the Date 
Alumni Banquet 
March 7, 2008 
Friends, Food, 

Fellowship 
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The B 
 

…from the Office 
 
One of the most exciting parts of being involved 
in ministry among college students is that you 
are constantly looking to the future. Each year 
brings a new group of students with hopes, 
dreams, and aspirations for the future. As they 
become involved in BCM, we are given the 
privilege of walking alongside them and in some 
cases helping them to shape that future. The 
temptation for us, as a ministry and as individu-
als, is to become so fixated on what might be 

that we forget what has been. 
 
As noted psychologist, Arnold Glasgow, wrote: “The future is the past returning through an-
other gate.” It is a humbling occurrence, yet nonetheless a mark of maturity, when we realize 
that all of our hopes, dreams and aspirations are really only possible because of the sacrifices and 
service of many others that have gone before us. This is true whether speaking about a ministry 
or an individual.  It is a fitting thing for us to take time in our lives to celebrate our past….for it 
is what makes our future possible. 
 
We try to do that each year with our BSU/BCM Alumni gathering.  It is a time to renew friend-
ships and celebrate the significance that others had in the shaping of our lives. It is a time to ac-
knowledge not just the faithfulness of friends, but also the faithfulness of God in providing the 
support our lives have needed all along our way. 
 
I hope you will make plans to join us for this special evening this year. It’s important that a fam-
ily get together. Yet, even if you can’t attend, I hope you will make some space in the “busy-
ness” of your life to reflect on all of those people of the past that have helped to shape your fu-
ture. 
 
Steve Roper 
Baptist Campus Minister 



Where are they now? 
Mike Dobbs ('83) and 
his family live in Tren-
ton, GA. Mike is the 
Training Coordinator for 
the Propex Chattanooga 
Plant. 
He is also a bi-vocational 
worship leader at Look-
out Valley Baptist 
Church. His wife Lynn 
(Carson-Newman, '80), 
is a Pre-K teacher at 

Davis Elementary in Trenton. They have 3 chil-
dren, Melanie (student at Dalton State), Jason 
(student at GCSU), and Ryan (student at Dade 
County High School). You can contact Mike at 
mikedobbs_1@yahoo.com. 

Chris Vaughn
(‘03) God has re-
cently called my 
wife, Sara, and I 
to career missions. 
We have started 
the application 
process with the 
IMB and hope to 
be on the field 
sometime next 

year (God willing). We are feeling a strong call 
to a country in South Asia. Please be in prayer 
for us during this time. 

         New Orleans Mission Trip  
                       Reflection 
The New Orleans mission trip was awesome. My team 
helped a man renovate his home to repair it from the 
Hurricane Katrina damage. It’s been two and a half 
years since the storm and people are still struggling to 
rebuild. My team also weather-coated a woman’s porch. 
This woman ran an HIV-AIDS clinic for people who 
could not afford the best medicines or doctors. She 
sounded like she’d been smoking since she was three 
years old, but behind that raspy voice was a heart of 
gold. She never stopped thanking us for the work that    

     New Orleans Mission Team                        we were doing. 
After all of the work that we did on the trip, the most inspiring part had no work in it at all. The entire 
group went to a soup kitchen for the homeless to come to eat a meal. I was on serving duty along with 
a few others, so I didn’t get to go out and meet the people until everyone had eaten. After everyone 
had gotten their food I went out of the kitchen to talk to some of those who had come in. Most had al-
ready left, but a few stayed behind to finish their meal of because they were talking to members of our 
group. I talked to a few people, but one man in particular inspired me so much. James worked in a ho-
tel restaurant in downtown New Orleans as a chef. As we talked, he told me and some others all of his 
dreams and goals in life. He loves to cook and want to open his own restaurant someday. He is an art-
ist on the side as well. By the end of the night, he decided that he wants to open a high-end restaurant 
that serves his own recipes, and his art would hang on the walls of the building. While he was talking 
about all of this his face was shining. The amazing part is that when we first started talking, he seemed 
a little down on his luck. Just having someone to talk to, someone to dream with, gave him the courage 
and strength to reach for his dreams again. –Josh Hogancamp (Freshman) 

If you would like your information in future 
newsletters please e-mail a picture and your in-
formation to associate@chattanoogabcm.com 

BSU/BCM Missions 
My Mission Experiences in the BSU 

Carol Welch Martin (Summer Missionary, New Mexico, 

1961) 

My mission experiences in college began as a natural exten-
sion of my church missions involvement at Red Bank Baptist 
in GA’s and YWA’s. In the BSU I began hearing first-hand 
summer missions testimonies from other students just older 
than I who had been sent to minister in the Hispanic section 
of Tampa, Florida, in Jamaica, and in Alaska. Timidly, I sent 
in an application to go as a BSU summer missionary wher-
ever I might be needed. To my amazement I was selected as 
one to go that summer for 10 weeks to work with Hispanic 

children and youth in New Mexico. With great joy but not a little anxiety I began the most wonderful—and 
terrible—time I had ever experienced! 

For the first time I felt a first-hand taste of what career missionaries face—loneliness from being completely 
away from family and friends, physical problems from air-travel sickness, the culture shock of dealing with 
people very different from my acquaintances at home. But I truly experienced wonderful things, too. I loved 
the missionaries and other summer missionary that were my co-laborers. I felt a deep sense of God’s calling 
and purposes for me there and His hand guiding me every day. I loved the children that I worked with in 
VBS and Sunday School, and was so moved by their needs and their responsiveness to God’s love shown 
through us. What blessings! Since college days I have been blessed with many opportunities through my 
church (FBC, Chattanooga) and our local Baptist association to share God’s love and my love of missions 
with children and adults. 

I’m reminded of 4 people sleeping on a king size mattress on the 
floor.  Countless wedges of watermelon.  The most hospitable people 
I’ve ever met.  Thailand was an incredibly eye-opening experience 
for me.  For a country that sees Americans as people of debauchery 
and extravagance, I think I expected to be looked at with a magnify-
ing glass.  On the contrary, I felt nothing but openness and respect 
from these people.  We were welcomed into every home and given 
the best of what they had.  I went to Thailand expecting to be a posi-
tive example – to show them what and who Christians and Ameri-
cans really can be.  I pray we were able to show them the love of 
Christ through our actions and talents.  What I know is that I found a 

new respect for people who are different in both belief and lifestyle, as well as a true understanding of what 
hospitality really is.  That picture of hospitality and grace is one I cannot shake from my memory, and it is 
one I hope I can live up to. -Melissa (Singleton) Laseter 

David & Carol Martin 

Melissa (Singleton) and Bryan Laseter 

We need your stories!!! Please e-mail stories about your favorite BCM experiences to associ-
ate@chattanoogabcm.com 


